ROCK ME TO SLEEP.

ny AKERS,

Backward, turn backward, O Time in yonr
flight,

Make me a ehild again, just for to-night !

Mother, come back from  that  echoless
shore,

Take me again to your heart as ol yore—

Kiss from my forehead the furrows of eare,

Smooth the few silver threads out of my
hair:

Over my slumbers your loving wateh keep

Roek me to <leep, mot her—rock me to sleep !

Lthe

MK,

Backward, tly backward, O tide of

years !
I am 50 weary of toil and of tears-
Toil without recompense, tears all in vain—
Take them and give me  my ehildhood
again!
I have grown weary with dust and deeay,
Weary of flinging my soul-wealth away-—
Weary of sowing for others to reap—
Rock me to sleep, mother—rock me to sleep!

Tired of the hollow, the base the untroe;
Mother, O mother, my heart ealls for you!
Many a summer the grass has grown green,
Blossomed and faded our faces hetween,

Yet with strong yvearning and possionate |

pain,
Long | to-night for your presence again:
Come from thesilence so long and so devp—
Rock me tosleep, mother—rock metosleep |

Over my heart in the days that are Hown:
No love like mother love ever has shone
No other worship abides and endures,
Faithful, unseltish and patient ke yours
None like o mother can charm away pain
From the sick <oul and world-weary brain ;
Shumber's soft calm o'er my heavy lids
Cree)y-—
Rock me tosleep, mother—rock metosleep !

Come, et vour brown hair just lighted with
grold,

Fall on your shoulders again as of old

Let it drop over my forehead to-night.,

Shading my fainteyes away from the light !

For, with its sunny-edged shadows oneg
more,

Haply will throng the sweel
vore;

Lovingly, softly, its bright billows sweep

Rock me to sleep, mother—rock me tosleep !

visions of

h'ﬂt:ll'l‘. dear mother, the years have been

ons

NSince last 1 listened your lallaby song,

Sing then, and unto my soul it shall seem

Womanhood's years jave been only a dream

Clasped to yvour hv:crlt in aloving embrace,

With vour light lashes just sweeping my
face;

Never hereafter to wake or to weep—

Rock me to sleep, mother—rock me tosleep !

A WORK-WOMAN'S FORTUNE.

By a Hetired Lawyer

[ was called to the jail in C , one
evening, to confer with a client whose
trial came on in a day or two; and as |
passed the half dozen cells between
the inner door of the prison and the
apartment where my patron was con-
confined, I caught sight of the troubled
but handsome face of a young womin,
who sat leaning against the iron bars |
of one of the little
ed for an instant to look at her.

She shrank away timidly to the rear
of the eell, however, and I had the op-
portunity simply to observe that she
bore, in her general contour, the traces
of a poor *“unfortunate,” in the usual |
accepltation of  that unfortunate term.

I concluded the interview with my |
client in & few moments, and just be-
for leaving him, 1 inquired:

“Who is your neighbor, yonder»"

“The yonng woman?" he asked in a
whisper,

“Yes-—next door”

“1 do not know,” he replied.

“How long has she bheen here?” |
asked,

“sinee yesterday only,” he added.

“What is she here for?”

“1 do not know that, either. 1 only |
observe that she weeps and sobs al-
most incessantly, and has in vain ap-|
plied (o the deputy, who passes up and
down this corridor, to learn why she is
contined here”

“The old story,” |
repentant-——too late”

“Peorhaps 80" rejoined my client.
it may be a case of  oppression, hard-
ship, Iinjustice

-o‘\

SUreestod,

«ashe certainly is very pretty,” [ ad-|

ed, “and really looks too poordy tidy
Lo be & eriminal,

“1I have not her,” he added,
“Why don’t you speak with her, as
vou go ont ¥ he inquired interrogative-
ly.

“she shuns  observation,” [ said
“and does not seem desirous to com-
municate with a stranger, 1 judge.”

“Naturally enough,” responded my
client, “And this indicates that she

sSee

rooms, and 1 h:tlt-;

may nol e s0 bad as present posi-
tion here might  lead one to suspect,
perhaps.”

“CGood-night,” I replied.
as I pass out,”

And turning away fromn the young
man's cell, T halted again before the
door of  the girl's  apartment, and ae-
costed her,

“CGrood-evening, Miss,” | ventured, in
a friendly tone,

She was sitting upon the side ot her

“I will stop

grating, and for an instant she did not
Answer,
corously towards me, she asked, ma
gentle way, “Who fe it¥”

“I am a stranger to  yon, Miss,” |
answered,  “I had oceasion to call up-
on your next door neighbor profession-
ally tonight, 1T am his legal attorney.
[ saw you as I passed, and
is not my habit to do so -1 could not
resist the impulse to ask vou if 1 could
be of serviee to vou,  Have you any
| counsel engaged ¥

“No, sir she
sigh,

“Will you permit me, thento inguire
what brings you here?”

“Poverty and misfortune, sir.”

“Not erime?”

“Oh no, sir! On my honor, no,”
exclaimed, with singular ecarnestness
and candor,  And then her tears tlowed
copiously, as she brietly recounted the
circumstances of her hand
present peril.

no," l'tlpllt'tl with a

T
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“I do not know,” she continned, pres
cisely who I am in this place. 1Is it
not a prison, siv,” she  inquired, artless.
Iv.
“Yes, Miss,”

“But 1 have not
Chave had no trial, 1
in court even at all.”

“When did you come here ™

“Yesterday.”

“What are
Cagainst vou ¥
L “That 1T eannot explain. 1 do ot
know, sir. I am very poor and entire-
ly friendless. I am a seamstress, |
|Imn-. been compelled for several years
to toil very hard, sir, to support. my-
self and an invalid younger brother,

been acensed, |

have never been

the allegations  nuude

earth to do this, sir. No [riend to
eall upon, none whatever? |
oIt is late,” T replied, “and a night

no harm now, Miss,
Be of good cheer, | will examine into
vour case before 1 sl andd ol
parly hour in the morning you shail
) night, Miss, and

of rest will do yon
!

Till B
LSl i) L

gee me again,  Good

rest quietly with the asswance that |

will do what is in my power o serve

yvou, and promptly.”

little low bed, away from the barrved

Then, rising and coming tim- |

<he stared upon me with her great,
lashing evidently not clearly
comprehending  my  good  intentions:
and I departed with the impression, if

l’}'l':\'.

'she were o guilty person, that she cer-

tainly wis the most innocent looking
one 1 had fora long time seen. On oy
way ont | illlllli]'l‘tf at the i-’lil'”f“l'l'

Fawvho she wis,

though it |

'with my needle; and the scanty pay |

we  women  can  command for such
labor, as you know, is but a miserable
| pittance at the best,

“Yes," I said, “I am aware of this.”

“We occupied an attie room,” she
continued, *in aremote part of the city,
amd 1 had struggled along, and Kept
soul and Iunl}' together, us well as pro-
viding for the needs of my poor broth-
er, untll up to a week ago; when, ves-
terday morning, I overheard confused
talk in the story below us which was
occupied by some rude  people—for
persons in our humble position cannot
choose the position in - which we may
‘stay,” youknow, sir—and I soon learned
that some goods had been purloined by
certain parties suspected there, and the
premises were being searched by ofticers,

“A portion of the missing goods was
found there, and four or five persons
were arrested as being concerned in
the affair, 1 was simply a passing
looker on  at  the moment of the
trouble, and was astounded, when the
others were called upon to accompany
the oflicials, to find that theyv insisted
on taking me with them!

“1 remonstrated in vain, My
little invalid brother must starve, if
they do not care for him, sir.  Amd all

]il ML

[ have been able to learn, inmy  ex-
tremity, is, that T must *‘give bail)
What 1s it to give bail, sir, if yon
Fplease 2"

ssecurity  lor your appeariance ol

court, Miss,” | replied

“But how? Inwhat way*"

esome friend must reeognize Lo the
authorities in
feit, should you disappear, or attempt
I!n evade a trial or examination™ 1 in
formed her.,
L “For what?
| sir ¥"
| *That is precisely what T would like
now to learn, Miss,” 1 osaid, =But if
[ you are accused, even, you must give
[ the bail or be detained.”

Her handsome countenance fell at
| this remark, and she said, after a mo-
ment’s hesitation, “! have no friond

What have 1 done,

(N

required  sum, to for-

“What number ?” inquired the gronty
Deputy, roughly.

“Number thirteen,
sad,

“A woman ¥ he added, brietly,

“Y o8 she caume in _\u'uh'lnl.l_\'.

south wing,” 1

“Oli—ah ves, One of a gang o
shop-lifters,  Five on ‘om in all, Num
ber thirteen's Mary Howell,  The rest

oive bail”
“And are
asked

"I:: (UM ] S

14 1 1 . L
all the others released @7 |

Ll Nhe'd ‘a
Lo, nl['_\ <he cotlidn't
.‘.Hil :1!‘;‘_'

[ left the prison with an unusually
heavy heart, On farther inguiry out-
side, I ascertained that the imvalid boy
hivd been taken care of temporarily;
and subsequently I learned the follow
ing particulars of this curions, bhut not
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VY uncolnmon ease of f.:ll'.l.\li.!l and
wrone,
Oliver Howell had lived, twenty

vears before, in a line house in a fush-
ionable quarter of the city, in aMfluent
cireumstances,  The tire of 30 begour-
ed handreds of  men ol anld
Howell among the unlucky number,

e had two  children o daughter
and a erippled son,  The mother died,
and then the father. The children
were left to the cold charity of rela-
tives, who threw them ofl
at the earliest convenient opportunity :
and the girl found herselfl, at sixteen,
alone in the world, with the encum-
hrance ol her brother on  her
hands, whom she never forsook or ne.
rlected,

After trying exXperiments,
she obtained necdle-work, and contriv-
ed to I-.M‘ir hersell and I!t't-l!;c'l'il".b\"', i
the attic room of a pom
obscure part  of town; and the
woll' had been Kept from the door until
she was suddenly torn from her garret
by the oflicers, who arrested all they
could find at  hand, and charged
with being accessory to the robhery
mentioned,

She had never associated with these
persons in any manner whatever, nor
did she know anything of thelr charae-
ter,  She supposed them to be poor like
herselfandshe had no oceasion to inquire
as to anybody’s reputation, She had little
leisure-—heaven help her!-—to look into
the affairs off others. Buat the police
seized her, and she was a ]u‘inulu'l-

| rose at an earlier hour than usual
the next morming, and made my ap-
pearance al the chambers of Judge S

[ stated the case briefly to him,
and expressed my sarprise that a wo-
man should have been thus detained in
a prison cell, for eight-and-tortyhours,

tortinne,

sick

VILNols

}Itl”“' In an
Lthe

Wis

upon suspicton, without a hearving, e
aid 1t was nol  uaneompion, I here
was o vast deal of erime transpiring

unI:;-Ll!lill\ sand the innocent sometinges
stflered with, ol
“1' \"I."ll:‘] L'i‘-i'
tention: which
wis soon richted,
L pon reaching the jail, I found Mary

even for, the cunlty.

this case his ¢ WY il

.\.I.lll‘._

e,

tortunately Lol

iUs 1t evel b

awaiting e anxiously, but evidently
oreatly relievoed ino omind, as 1 save Lher

sgood-morning,”

“l am happy o see you, sir,” she
sitidd, ,1'.1'.1- llltl‘\, “pBuat I have most il
l"\]l\'t'fl'll_". |'|iH1ul ol I-l‘h !nl_ SHNee Voll

were here last nieht”

“1 am glivd to Know it,
-.Iullnll‘ll_

“l should rather FitY, sir, l:l'nlu-]']_\‘_
that he has found me, however., And
it is one whom 1 supposed had forgot.
ten me, long ago,”

“Who has called. Mary ¥

Mary,"” |

I'(=

their hands

Cnap of the

| l'\'l!!’('li'il L0 see,
him

“The last
:-all'." .“-iilf‘ .'lllllrlf, L |
for many months, and had no sort of
claim ‘l[.w.'l him, sir. It owas William
Edson, adisearded lover, air.”

sIndecd”™ | exelaimed,  “Then
have one friend, And he
pears to hHiee One 1l l\r'H! i.‘l't'll,“

vHe is AT, ll" l'v.l!'lr;h;;
will furnish the necessary  batl for me

Iw}'-;l'ln

had not seen

it least.

”;r.

4

st aone,
at once.”

“This is well, Mary, but T think yo
will have no occasion for it. 1 have
1-.'[.1‘.-wnlwl your case in the proper
quarter, and 1 think an order for you
release will shortly be here,”

And so it turned out, an honr after-
wards,

[ had the pleasure of seeing Mary
discharged, a very happy being, with.
ont further trouble, A earriage wait-
ed at the door, into whichh yvoung id-

son placed her, and they rode away i
excellent spirits,

Mary sought out he
at once, and under Edson’s
forthwith exchanged her old

brothe
adviece, she

(quarters

3 L Y

finl Hnore .Il'l";lT.I.'-'.|" fodenrs, It
S vl that although Mary had dis
cacded Edson a vear before, when |
had made pretentions to her, he per
sisteql in looking  alter  he (el
that day made mguiries for ber, s
fearned of hier untortanat sl y e
ture

e hastened to the prison, where the

voung woman quickly explained evers

thineg, and he lost no time refting
her relieved though his proffered aid
in Lthis instanece was not needed, as

proved

e, however, ag proflered her his
hand, and I was gratified Lrning
a few month's subsequently, that Mary
Howell became Mrs. Willinm  Edson
and that she proved a faithful wite t

ARJ
1
it e

one of the best of husbands, thougel:
he did find her, at last, in the cell of
a jail!
-
The White House

| he \\'hll:".”nalwl' IS Lhie greatest res-
idence in America. It has
tmoney than the Stewart mansion on
Fifth avenue, New York: or, with its
rebnilding, refurnishing,  ete.. abont

=t

Ore

£, 00,000, The original cost in 1792
Wils I\i’li““ %.:::{'J RN [! WHS !”.'_q”

LS00, rebuilt in

that year, occupied in

IS15, I'l-u‘t'llllll'1l in Is81%, and Yts DOTt-
4 q'-mli't"f"ll as  late as 1824 The
east roomr was hinished only fifty vears
ago.  Every one of our presidents, e
cept Washington, has  lived this
great . house, and  he has poked his
horse's head into its portal to look ap

at the workmen plistering on the seal
fold.  Aun Irish architeet named Hebor,
direct from Dublin via Charleston. took
the award of five hundred dolliars tor
the design, and he bt and rebuailt i
and lies buried in the Catholic eemeters
here, and his descendants are respecta-
ble Inwyers and  citizens of the place,
A building for a private residence of
one hundred and seventy feet front by
sixty-eight feet deep, with one room i)
IL eighty by forty, may set attract re
publican attention; its vestibule with
in the front door is alone tifty by forty
feet,  Twenty acres of warden and park
mmediately enclose il and, on either
~-.‘t]|', t-.'u'h =i [-:ll;g!v.l iy aﬂ:i_‘.' Lom l.~.|1l

dred  and Iiil-\ tect, are b ldines
which cost seven to twelve million
apiece; yet in adl s apparent antiquity
how new.  The lawn is still 4 nakeod
}'ﬁ.ﬂln. IEH T :I.Il:," off to the Potomiae . 1k
Ldesert coming to the oalaes Liirs
Like Versailles, in the time o Lowis
N Washington s a government
creation, and this White House is hoary
only by events F'he president’s oflicee
which s I L seotid slory, .“,
the cabinet room, and is ;...- I VuUry
large apartment for the White Hous

ap
.ll[llﬂ'l.f!i ‘linil!l :.'til'l\ TR LT

i ]’T]T_ ]. [H"I!.‘l]l--_ Lhirty feet widi
and with a hgeh eetline. '\ tonge tabli
is in the middle of the toor, with leatl
er-seated chatrs around 1IL: i AV

windows have long Luabrequin curtains
ol o dark, bluish gray color, A large
United States 18 on the
wall,  The earpet is of ared tint, with
large figures.  The general effect of the
room as one enters is that of a library
without books '




